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An Account of the late PROPOSALS of the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, with ſome other Biſhops, to 
his Mapeſty: Ina LETTER to M.B. E{q,; 


Together with the ARTICLES recommended by the 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury to all the Biſhops within his 
Metropolitan Turiſdiition, the 16th of July, 1685. 


S IR, of 

W Am much ſurprized at the ill Conſtructions ſome People 

© make of the Actions of thoſe Biſhops, who have lately wai- 
ted -upon the King ; eſpecially conlidering that moſt of 
them are the very Men, who not many Months ago ap- 
peared fo publickly and fo courageou!lly,even to the hazard of all 
The Intereſts they had in this World, in Defence of our Prote- 
Itant Religion, and the Laws of the Land. 

Inorder to the removing all groundleſs Jealouſtes, and unrea- 
ſonable Surmiſes, in an Afﬀair of ſo greax Conſequence, which 
our Popiſh Enemies will, I am ſure. be very ready to foment and 


LO 


keep up, I have here ſent you the Heads of thoſe Matters which | 


wcre propoſed by them to the King. 

They waited upon Him, not as a Party ſeparate either from 
the Nobility or Gentry,whom they could (I believe) have wiſhed 
his Majeſty wou'd rather have called for «t this JunCture ; or 
from the reſt of the Biſhops or Clergy of England; but as Per- 
{ons whom the King was pleaſed, upon Reaſons known only to 
his Royal Breaſt, to command to attend upon Him. 

The Heads which I ſend you, are not taken from any Copy of 
the Paper which my Lords the Biſhops preſented to the King. I 
underſtand that all their Lordfhips have been extream'y careful 
to prevent the publiſhing of any Copics, and that they ſtill re- 
| fuſe to communicate any, tho they now lie under no Obligati- 
ons to the contrary. However, I do aſſure you with all faithful- 
neſs, that theſe Heads which I am now ſending you, are true 
Contents, obtain d by another Method, which in prudence you 
will imagine not fit for me to diſcloſe. 

You have already been told from me, that every one of tneſe 
Biſhops were ſent for up out of their Diocelles by Expreſſes trom 
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his Majeſty, whom they firſt A oh ina Body, on Friday.the 
28th of September, I cannot, upon the ſtricteſt inquiry, find that 
any thing paſlled betwixt the King and them, at that firſt atten- 
_ dance upon Him, belides general Expreſlions of Favour and Pro- 
tection from his, Majelty, and general returns of Duty and Loy- 
alty from the Biſhops. This was matter of Admiration to us 
| all here, who could not believe but that the King had other In- 
-tentions of a nearer and more. particular Concern, when he firſt 
reſolved to ſend 1o far for ſome of theſe Biſhops : but theſe Al- 
SEA In Councils are Things not fit for you or I to meddle 
with. Fey n 
However, my Lords the Hgſhops were not {atisfied herewith, 
concluding (as I ſappoſe) tRFF his Majeſty would not have ſent 
for them ſo tfar,if he had not intended to haye adviſed with them 
In this Juncture, and to giye them the liberty of offering Him 
 Juch Counlels as they thought neceſſary at this Time : And 
therefore when his Grace my Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
waited on the King alone the firſt time, on S#2day morning, Sept. 
30. being indiſpoſed when the other Biſhops attended on Fr:- 
day, their Lordſhips did,by my Lord of Canterbury,intimate their 
i houghts about that Aitair,and rtheirreadineſs to the King; who 
was pleaſed not only to permit them to give him the bit and 
moſt particular Advices, but to encourage them to do 1t with: 
all the freedom that was necellary for the preſent Occaſion. 
Upon this Royal Invitation their Lordſhips aſlembled toge- 
ther the next day at my Lord of Carnterbury?s Palace, and prepa- 
red, upon the moſt mature deliberation, ſuch Matters as they. 
judged neceſlary for his Majeſty's Knowledg and Conſideration : 
And on the Weaneſaay after waited on the King in a Body, whett - 
_hiz Grace in his own, and in the name of the reſt of the Biſhops 
then preſent, aid, in a moſt excellent Speech, repreſent to his 
Majeſty ſuch things as were thought by them abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to the Settlement of the Nation, amidit the preſent Dl- 
ſtractions, and to the puvlick Intereſt of Church and State. 
| am aſſured that his Grace delivered himſelf upon this Cri- 
tical Occaſion, as with all dutifulneſs to his Majeſty, ſo with alk 
the readineſs and the courage that did become ſuch an Apoſto- 
lical Arch-Biſhop as God hath bleſt our Church of Eneland with 
at this Time. - * EE 
You mult not expect here his excelfent Words, but an Abridg- 
ment of them, according tomy lalenr, in a meaner Stile. 
A ry L. Firſt, 


© 
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1. Firſt, the Biſhops thought fit to repreſent in general to his Ma: 
Jeſty, That it was. neceſſary for Him-to reſtore all things to the ſtate in 
which. He found them-when He came to the Crown, by committing all 
Offices and Places of Truſt in the Government, to ſuch of the Nobjlity 
and Gentry, as were qualified for them, according to the Laws of this 
Kingodom ;, and by Redreſſmg and Removing ſuch Gricvances as 
were generally complain dof. OO 8s 

II. Particularly, That his Majeſty would Diſſolve the Eccleſtaſti- 
cal Commiſſion, and promiſe to His People. never to Erelt any ſuch 
Court for the future. _ = 

HI. That He would not only pit ai effeftual flop to the iſſuiug forth 
of any Diſpenſations, but would Call in, and Cancel all thoſe which 
had ſince bis coming to the Crown been obtained from Him, 
_ Iv. That he would Reſtore the Umverſities to their Legal State,and 
to their Statutes and Cuſtoms,and would particularly Reſtore the Ma- 
fter of Magdalen Colledge i» Cambridge,to the Profits of his Ma- 
fterjnip, which he had been ſo long Deprived of, by an Illegal Suſpen-- 
fron ;, and the Ejetted Preſident and Fellows of Magdalen Colledge 
in Oxford, to their Properties bn that Colledge : And;That HH: would 
net permit any Perſons to enjoy any of the Preferments in either Vit- 
verſity, but 'ſuch as are qualified by the Statutes of the Univerſities, 
the particular Statutes of their ſeveral Foundations, and the Laws: 
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. V. That He would ſuppreſs the Feſuits'Schaols opened in this City, 
or elſewhere, and- grant no more Licenſes for ſuch Schools as are ap-" 
parently againſt the. Laws of this Nation, and His Majeſty's True 
Intereſt. SES | SOIT 

That He would ſend Inhibitions after thoſe Four Romiſh Bi- 
ſhops, who under the Title of 'Apoſtolick Vicars, did preſuine to 
Exerciſe within this Kingdom ſuch Juriſdiftions as are by the Laws 
of the Land Inveſtedin the Biſhops of the Church of England, and 
ought not to be Violated or Attempted by them, ———— 
VII. That He would ſuffer vo more Quo Warranto's to be iſſued 

out againſt any Corporations, but would reſtore to thaſe Corporations 
which bad been already diſturbed, their ancient Charters, Privitedges,' 
Grants, and Immunities, and Condemn all thoſe late -Tkegal Reoula- 
tions of Corporations, by putting them into their late Flour iſhing Con-" 
dition, and Legal Eſtabliſhment. 4, ;f PLE Bhd > 
©. VIE. That He would fill up all the Vacant Biſhoprichs in England 
and Ireland, with Perſons duly qualified according to the Laws * and 
would eſpecially take into His Conſideration the See of York, whoſe 
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Pant of an Archbiſhop 3s very prejudical to that whole Province. 

IX. That He would At no moreupon a Diſpenſing Power,nor inſiſt 
#pon it :, but permit that Aﬀair at the firſt Seſſion of a Parliament tobe 
fairly Stated and Debated, and Settled by Ai of Parkament, 

RX. That upon the Reſtoration of Corporations to their Ancient 
Charters, and Burroughs to their Preſcriptive Rights, He would Or- 
der Writs to be iſſued out for a fair and free Parliament, and ſuffer 
it to Sit to Redreſs all Grievances, to Settle Matters in Church and.- 


State upon juſt and ſolid Fonndations, and to Eſtabliſh a due Liberty 


of Conſcience. 


XI. Laſtly, and above all, That His Majeſty would permit ſome 
of His Biſhops, to lay ſuch Motives ana Arguments before him, as 
might by the Bleſſing of GOD, bring back, His Majeſty unto the Com- 
2nunion of Our Holy Church of England, into whoſe Catholick Faith 
He had been Baptized, in which He had been Eaucated, and to which 
it was their earneſt and daily Prayer to Almighty G OD, that Fits 
Alajeſty might be Reumtea. 


All theſe Counſels were concluded with a Prayer to GOD, in 
whoſe Hands the Hearts of Kings are, for a good' Elle&t-upon 
them ; eſpecially the laſt, about bringing the King back to the 
Proteſtant Religion. 


And now, Sir, I cannot but ask you, What grounds there are 
for any Mens Jealouſies of the Biſhopz Proceedings ? Pray ſhew 
this Letter to all your Friends, that ſome may lay down their 
Fears, and others may have tnis Antidote againſt taking any up. 
I do aſſure you, and I am certain. have the beit grounds in the 
World for my aſſurance, T hat the Biſhops will never ſtir one 
Jot from their PETITION ; but that they will, whenever that 
happy Opportunity ſhall offer irſelf, let the Proteſtant Difſenters 
find that they will be better than their Word given in their Fa- 
mous PEIITION. 

In the mean time let You and I, Commend the Prudence of 
theſe Excellent Biſhops, Admire their Courage, and Celcbrate 
their juſt Praiſes, and never forget: to offer up moſt fervent 
Thanks to G OD, for his Adorning the Church of England, at 
this JunCture, with ſich Eminent Apoſtolical Biſhops. 1 am 
With all Reſpect. ot 


| Tours, N. N. 
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ARTICLES 


Recommended by the 


Arcuy-Bicuoe of CANT ERBURY 


To all the Biſhops within his Metropolitan Juriſ- 
dition, the 16th of July, 1688; 
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\ F Eſterday the Archbiſhop of Canterbury delivered 
the Articles which T ſend you mcloſed, to thoſe Bi- 
jhops who are at preſent in this place ; and ordered Copies 
of them to be likewiſe ſent in hus Name to the abſent Biſhops. 
By the ( ontents of them, you will ſee that the Storm in which 
he is, does not frighten him from doing his Duty ; but rather 
awakens him to dou with ſo much the more Vigour : and m- 
deed, the Zeal that be expreſſes in theſe Articles, both a- 
gainſt the Corruptions of the Church of: Rome on the. 
one band, and the unhappy Difterences that are among 
Proteſtants on the other, are ſuch Apoſolical Things, that 
all good Men rejoyce to ſee ſo great a Prelate at the Head of 
our Church, who in this Critical Time has bad the Conrage- 
zo do his Duty in fo ſignal a manner, 1 am, 


SIE; . 
London ; Zuty 27, 168%, | Yours.. 
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' Some Heads of things to be more fully nfifted upon 
| by the Biſhops in their Addreſſes to the Clergy 
and People of their reſpective Dioceſles. 


I. Hat the Clergy often read 'over. the Forms of their Ordina- 
tion ; and ſeriouſly conſider, what Solemn Vows and Pro= 
_ feſſions they made- therein to God and his Church, toge- 
ther. with the ſeveral Oaths and Subſcriptions they have taken and 
made upon divers Occaſions. 

11, That in Compliance with thoſe and other Obligations, they 
be Active and Zealous in all the Parts and Inſtances of their Duty, 
and eſpecially ſtrict and exa&t in all Holy Converſation, that ſo they 
may become Examples to the Flock. | 

Fill To this end, that they be conſtantly Refrdent pon their Cures 


in their Incumbent Houſes ; — wk ſober Hoſpitality There ac- 
cording to their Ability. 


IV. That they diligently C yO'eY the Children and Youth of their 
Pariſhes ( as the Rubrick of the Common-Prayer- Book, and the 59th 
Canon injoyn ) and ſo prepare them to: be brought in due time to 

Confirmation, when there ſhall. be-Oppartunity ; and' that they alfo 
at the ſame time expound the Grounds of Religion and the Cam 
Chriſtianity, in the Method of the Catechiſm, for the Inſtruttion and 
Benefit of the whole Pariſh; teaching ther! what they are to believe, 
and what to. do, and what to -pray- for-; and particylarly often 
" earneſtly inculcating upon the Importance and Obligation of 

heir Baptiſmal Vows. - 

a T hat they..perform the Daily Office onklickly (with all De- 
cency , Aﬀection, and Gravity ) in all farket. and other Great: 
Towns, and even in Yillages, and lefs populous: Places, bring Peo- 
ple to Publick Prayers as frequently as may be 3: eſpecially on ſuch 
Lays ang at fuch Times as the Rubrick and Canons appolated ONn 
Holy Days, and their Eves, on Ember and Rogation Days, gf Wed- 
neſdays and Fridays 10 each Week, and eſpecially in Advent an. d 
Lent. 


Vf. That they uſe their utmoſt "Py ron both in their PER ; 


and by private Applications, to prevail with ſuch of their Flock-as :- 


are of competent Agc, to receive ir equently the Holy Communion © 
| P> | of | 2nd 
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and to this end, that they adminiſter it in-the greater Towns once. 
in every Month, and even in the leſſer too, it Communicants may 
be procured,..or how-ever as often as they may : and that they 
take all due Care, both by Preaching and otherwiſe, to prepare all 
for the worthy recelviog of it. 6 


'VII. That in their Sermons they teach and: inform their People 
(four times a Year at the leaſt, as what the Canon requires) that. 
all Uſurp'd and Forezgy Juriſdiction is for moſt Juſt Cauſes: taken 
away and aboliſh'd in this. Aealm, and no manner of Obedience or 
Snbje&tion due to the 1-me, Or to any that pretend to act by virtue. 
of it: but that the King's Power being in his. Dominions hi-heſt 
under God, they upon all Occaſions perſwade the People to Loyalty | 
and Obedicnce to his Majeſty in all things Lawfil, and to patient Sub- 
miſſion 1n the reſt ; promoting ( as far as in them lies ) the publick 
Peace and Quies if the Work . FE | 

- VIE. That ihey maintain fair Correſpondence ( full of the kindeſt. 
Reſpects of ail ſorts) with the Gerrry. and Perſons of Quality jn 
their Neighbourhood, as belng deeply ſenſible what reaſonable 
Aſſiſtance and Countenance this poor Church hath received from 
them. in her Neceflities. _ OR 

IX. That they often exhort all thoſe of our- Commnnion, to - 
continue ſtedfaſt to the end in their moſt Holy Faith, and conſtant 
to their Profeſſion 3 and to that end; to' take heed of all Seducers, 
and eſpecially of Popiſh Emiffaries, who are now in great numbers. 
gone forth amongſt them, and more buſje and ative than ever... 
And that they take all occaſions to convince our own Flock, that- 
*rtis not enough for them to be Members of an- Excellent Church, . 
rightly and duly Reformed, both in Faith and Worſhip, ualeſs they 
do alſo reform and amend' their own Lives, and ſocorder their Con--- 
verſation 1n all things as bzcomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. _ 

X. And foraſmuch as thoſe Romiſh Emiſſaries, like the Old Ser-- 
pent, Tnfidiautur Calcaneo, are wont to be moſt buſie and tronble- 
ſome to our People at the end-of their Lives, labouring to unſettle 
and perplex them in time. of Sicknefs, and at-the hour of Death  - 
that therefore all- who have the Cure of Souls, be more eſpecially 
vigilant over them at that dangerous Seaſon 3 that they ſtay not till ' 
they be ſent for, but enquire out the Sick 1n thelr reſpettive Pariſhes, 
and viſit them. frequently : that they examine them particularly 
"concerning the ſtate of their Souls, and inſtruct them in their Duties, - 


and ſettle them in their. Doubts, and comfort them in their Sorrows 
| ard: 
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and -Sufferings, and pray often with them and for them ; and by 
2}] the Methods which our Church preſcribes, prepare them for the 
due and worthy receiving of the Holy Euchariſt, the Pledg of their 
happy Reſurrection : thus with their utmoſt Duligence, watching 
over every Sheep within their Fold ( eſpecially in that critical Mo- 
ment ) lelt thoſe Evezing Wolves devour them. 
* XI. That they alſo walk in Wiſdom towards thoſe that are nor of 
Our Communion : and if there be in their Par#ſhes any ſuch, that 
they negle& not frequently to confer with them In the Spirit of 
Meekneſs, ſeeking by all good Ways and Means to galn and win them 
over to our Communion : More eſpecially that they have a very 
tender Regard to our Brethren the Proteſfant Diſſenters ;, that upon 
occaſion offered, they viſit them at their Houies, and receive them 
kindly at their own, and treat them fairly WHhere-ever they meet 
them, diſcourſing calmly and civilly with them z perſwading them 
Gif-it may be ) to a full Compliance with our Church, or at leaſt, 
. that whereto- we have already attained, we may all waik by the ſame 
Rule, and mind the ſame thing. And 1n order hereunto that they 
take all Opportunities of aſſuring and convincing them, that the- 
Biſhops of this Church are really and {incerely 1rreconcileable Ene- 
mies.ro the Errors, Superſtitions, Idolatries and Tyrannies of the 
Church of Romgz, and that the very unkind Jealouſtes, which ſome 
have had of us to thecohtrary; were altogetker-groundieſs,. 
And in the laſt place, that they warmly and moſt affeftionately 
exhort tkem;-to joyn with us in dally fervent Prayer to the God of 
Peace, for an Univerſal Bleſſed Un:on of all Reformed Churches, both 
at Home and Abroad, againſt our common Enemies, and that all they 
who do confeſs the-Holy Name of our dear Lord, and do agree 
in the Truth of his Holy Word, may allo meet in one Holy Commy=- 
nion, and Tive in perfect Unity and Godly Loye. 
- *% SE net So 


